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By Kate Jonuska

Talk Style

Many houses in Boulder County are some shade of contemporary or tradi-

HIRING AN ARCHITECT is a unique experience,
according to Scott Rodwin. “You’ve gone to a doctor
your entire life. You know how to do that,” says the tional. Within these styles, architects often have a signature design.
principal of Rodwin Architecture + Skycastle Con-

struction, a green design-build firm based in Boulder.

But, Rodwin notes, “If you don’t see the exact house you’re looking for
on their website, that’s OK. If you see they know how to make beautiful
But working with an architect is foreign territory for ~ houses, it can be easy to change from one type of style to another. Your com-

fort with their overall proficiency and reputation is far more important.” »

most people. So how do you proceed?

In Boulder County, the answer is more likely to be yes than in many other munici-
palities, even if you're not building a custom home.

Boulder has size limitations and energy-efficiency regulations, so you often
need an architect’s help just to get a permit. Changing internal fixtures and finishes
can still be in the realm of DIY or hiring a builder directly, but permits are neces-
sary for structural work or changes to vital systems, like electrical and plumbing.
And you might not know the extent of your permitting or out-of-compliance issues
unless you bring in an architect. ;

“The owner would not understand those issues if they just hired a builder and
started building,” architect Scott Rodwin says. Paying an architect $1,000 to first
figure out the project on paper could save you money in the long run. To fix com-
pliance issues after blindly plunging into a project might end up costing $10,000

or more.
—K.J.

Kirsten Snobeck of Rodwin Architecture consults with the
Skycastle Construction crew on a green design-build project.
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Empowering
At-Risk Youth

Realities for Children Boulder
County provides support
to former foster care youth
through college scholarships
and transitional housing.

Thanks to our Business Members,
100% of community donations
are applied directly toward
helping youth.

View our list of business supporters
and learn more today.

www.rfcbc.org
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SAVE THE DATE

Realities for Children
Fundraiser at the
Tebo Car Garage

9.22.16

Realities
:Children

BOULDER COUNTY

Realities for Children Boulder County
3980 Broadway, Ste. 203

Boulder, CO 80304

At Blakeman Vacuum & Sewing...

* We carry the full line of Miele vacuum cleaners
* We repair ALL makes and models of !

vacuum cleaners — FREE estimates 3
* Full-service vacuum warranty
services center

Consumers

Digest
2016

............ vacuum & sewing

3175 28th St. #3 (28th & Glenwood)
www.blakemansewvac.com
303-449-1281

Fun range of sewing classes. Check out our class
calendar online for more information.

$449.99

5 energySMART
/ Your Efficiency Solutions

we make it

easy. 4

* Rebates and Incentives

* Free Expert Energy Advisors

* Home Energy Assessments

* Greater Assistance for Income Qualified Homes

SIGN UP TODAY _ZR{0RRZ:%%uI0[0/0 = 1artYES.com

EnergySmart services are available to homes and businesses in all Boulder County communities. Ene Smart fi i
Climate Action Plan (CAP) tax and the City of Lonamont. EneraySmart residential steyrvi s are adminis égrg T urF‘{((jeedlb.y OullorCoari ety of Baldet.
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This home, designed by Boulder’s
MQ Architecture & Design, makes excellent use
of natural materials and sweeping views.

And, he adds, how a home functions is
just as important as how it looks.

The Whole Picture

An architect’s website and portfolio will
likely be full of beautiful, carefully staged
photos meant to impress. But there’s more
to pay attention to.

For example, does the layout work?
Does the house take advantage of views?
Does it look balanced and proportionate,
with a nice mix of materials and finishes?

Other things to keep in mind are good
use of natural lighting and energy-efficient
materials, flexible floor plans that are con-
ducive to traffic flow, and the use of space
within rooms.

What Will the Architect Do?

Some architects just do the design, mean-
ing the firm provides building plans and
a list of specifications that includes details
like the materials to be used. Others do
design and project management, which
means they oversee the project, or portions
of it, during construction. Still others do
full design-build, in which the contractor
and crew work in-house with the archi-
tect, removing the need for the client to
hire builders separately, and allowing for
a single point of contact for all facets of the
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work. Currently, about 25 percent of proj-
ects in Boulder County are design-build.

Architects that offer other forms of proj-
ect management provide different levels of
service. Some also offer interior services
like designing fireplaces and kitchens,
ordering appliances, selecting finishes and
fixtures, and more. Some firms will even
select furniture and artwork.

Which level of service you choose will
be based on your project and preferences,
and may not affect the total price. But it
will change the number of people you’ll
write checks to.

Talk It Through

It’s vital to discover what communication
will be like between you and the architect,

so ask how the architect will work with

you, if you’ll have regular meetings or talk
via phone or email. Ask how soon you can
expect a response to queries, and find out
your main point-of-contact person. Often a
project manager is assigned to the project,
and that one person follows the project from
beginning to end. Be sure to get specific
dates of what you can expect to see when.

“I think it’s very important for the cli-
ent to feel that their hopes and dreams
are fully understood,” says Mark Quéri-
pel, owner of MQ Architecture & Design
in Boulder. “The architect should express
back to the client his or her understanding
of the client’s desires.”

An architect should listen carefully to

PHOTOS COURTESY MQ ARCHITECTURE & DESIGN

your concerns and ask you questions b

LAFAYETTE COLLECTIBLES & FLEA MARKET

Named the 12th-Best Flea Market in the Country by Good Housekeeping Magazine!

* 20,000 Square Feet with Over Half-a-Million Items!
* Open Monday-Saturday from 10 until 6, Sunday from 11 until 5

« Antiques, Collectibles, Secondhand Items
» New Items, Furniture, Cloth,

g7 Mention this

¥ ad for a chance

H towina$2s g

b\ oift certificate! /3 > ,

130 E. SPAULDING STREET « LAFAYETTE, CO 80026
Just East of S. Public Rd. (303) 665-0433

A Flatirons =
Wiy Habitat| ReStore

?roject on a Budget? We've got you covered with custom wood
cabinets, flooring, appliahces, tools and more — at a fraction of big box prices.

STOP. SHOP. DONATE.
I Park St. » Broomfield * 303.404.2008
www.flatironshabitat.org

Greenwood Wildlife
Consignment Gallery

QOur Consignment Gallery raises operational funds for the
Rehabilitation Center while serving the public’s need for a
place to consign and purchase high-quality, gently used
and reasonably priced home furnishings, jewelry, artwork,
and home decor. Stop in today to consign and shop!
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UNIQUE OUTDOOR FURNITURE DESIGN
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Designed and Produced by Jim Parks

. www.parksplank.com 303-444-9069
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3600 Arapahoe Ave. » 303-245-0800 « info@greenwoodconsignment.org
Sunday 12 - 4 pm, Monday ~ Saturday 10 am - 5:30 pm
Local nonprofit benefiting the Greenwood Wildlife Rehabilitation Center in Lyons
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BRING THIS AD IN FOR

10%
OFF

A SINGLE ITEM

furniture, original art,
rugs & gorgeously
priced decor

{

Yards
2500 30t St.
Boulder

Steel

303.386.3423
clutterconsign@gmail.com
www.clutterconsign.com
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The financial side of an architectural
project is both simple and fraught.
The payment structure can be simple,
with three main ways of conducting
business: payment by the hour,
payment based on the percentage

of total construction costs (usually
10-12 percent), or a combination of the
two. An architect should be up front
about payment expectations and the
services to be provided. Those details
should be clearly spelled out in a
contract, along with completion dates
and other details.

Since homes are personal by nature,
the complications that arise often stem
from the client’s side. “The universal
constant we find is that everyone
wants 30 percent more house than
they want to pay for,” Scott Rodwin
says. “It doesn’t matter the price range.
Everyone has the same thing going on.
A good architect should be willing to
be brutally honest about how long it
takes, how much it costs and what you
can accomplish for your budget.”
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as well, such as your habits, your prefer-
ences, how you will use your space, etc.,
and provide drawings to help you envi-
sion the project.

Referrals

References are a client’s best resource,
but it’s not as simple as asking a previ-
ous client if they like their house. Other
vital questions include: Did the archi-
tect do what she promised? Is he a good
listener? Did you enjoy working with
the firm? How do you like living in the
house day-to-day?

“Another good question,” Rodwin
suggests, “is do you have any references
for houses you did at least 10 years ago?
The reason is you want to see how their
work holds up over time. There are

The Edge House, 3
designed by Rodwin |
Architecture, was

one of the country’s
first LEED Platinum |
homes. It's near
net-zero energy

and incorporates 7|
a host of green, i
nontoxic materials.
The architect’s %
watercolor sketch =
was part of the ea
conceptual design.

lots of houses that look terrific the day
they’re turned over to the homeowner,
but the difference between good and
great architecture is how it endures.”

Quéripel says clients will feel more
assured if they talk to past clients to
see what their experiences were, and
if their expectations were met. “Good
design and happy clients come from a
good relationship and a balancing of the
architect’s talents and creativity with the
client’s wishes and budget,” he says.

Most importantly, pick someone you
trust that clicks with your personality
and goals. Even though you’ve done your
homework and hired an experienced,
talented architect “it will all boil down to
communications,” Quéripel says, “and
a high level of trust.” D

PHOTO AND SKETCH COURTESY RODWIN ARCHITECTURE + SKYCASTLE CONSTRUCTION
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